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Since the SDEIS was published, FHWA and WSDOT have identified a

Preferred Alternative with input from stakeholders throughout the region

including members of the general public, jurisdictions, transit agencies,

the Governor, Legislature, tribes and state and federal regulators. The

decision-making process for this project has lasted over 10 years and

has incorporated extensive participation from stakeholder groups,

communities, and the public. See the Agency Coordination and Public

Involvement Discipline Report and Addendum (Attachment 7 to the Final

EIS) for further information.

In preparing the SDEIS, WSDOT followed NEPA and SEPA regulations

and guidance, as well as WSDOT’s Environmental Procedures Manual.

The SMC sections cited contain the same language on identification of

impacts and mitigation measures as the SEPA Rules (see WAC 197-11-

440(6)(a) and  WAC 197-11-660(1)(b)). While WSDOT believes that the

information in the SDEIS was sufficiently clear, the Final EIS provides

more clarity in two ways. First, it examines the likely effects, both

adverse and beneficial, of the Preferred Alternative, which was

announced after the SDEIS was published. Second, it provides more

specificity for predictions of environmental effects, when warranted by

design advances made since the SDEIS was published.
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